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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

I.

Arrowstone Park is an approximately 85 acre natural and recreational Park adjacent to the City of
Deer Lodge, Montana. Located within its boundaries are grasslands, wetlands, and ponds with more
than 2.5 miles of recreational trails. In addition, the Clark Fork River flows through the Park. The
Park also serves as a recreational amenity for Deer Lodge.
The Park has faced challenges through the years. Most particularly, it has been impacted by the
deposition of mine tailings on site from the historic mining operations in Anaconda and Butte. Some
remediation of these tailings has taken place and sampling was performed in 2012 to ensure the
Park was safe for recreational visitors, but more work is anticipated to stabilize eroding streambanks
and ensure that the remediation is compatible with future land use at the Park.
There are several distinct areas within the Park that provide multiple recreation opportunities. These
include the West Side with improvements such as the River Trail and fishing pier; the East Side Boat
Launch with a primitive boat landing and restroom; the East Side Middle which is largely undeveloped except for a trail and the East Side Triangle which currently has no improvements. A variety of
opportunities exist for the construction of other thoughtful and environmentally sensitive improvements in the Park.
The trails are the main attraction in the Park and as mentioned earlier. Ultimately, this Plan will
serve as the foundation for improving, expanding and connecting all of Deer Lodge’s recreational
opportunities, particularly its unique and growing trail system.
Arrowstone Park is operated and maintained by the Powell County Parks Board with assistance from
Powell County and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality. The mission of the Board
paraphrased from its formal mission statement is: “managing Arrowstone Park as a means of ensuring the Park and its facilities are safe for public use.”
The process used to create this Plan included: a site inventory and analysis, public outreach, identification of needs, development of design alternatives and cost estimates and an implementation
plan. This plan integrates public input into its recommendations and proposes improvements that
are compatible with the Park’s unique history and features.
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The Plan is designed not only to
enhance the recreational experience of visitors, but to also ensure
that improvements done in the Park
play a role in protecting visitors from
the legacy of historic mine tailings
located on the site. It is important to
note, that the chapter on the Proposed Improvements is differentiated from other chapters by its blue
side bars and blue title headings.

prior to when it otherwise might have occurred.

An implementation plan prioritizes
Park and trail improvements depending upon appropriate funding
opportunities and the guidance of
the Plan. Availability of funding may
be the driving force for moving forward with a particular improvement

Executive Summary

Public engagement occurred over three years, in numerous Park Board meetings, with the distribution of a survey and in three open houses that collected input and feedback on the future direction
of the Park.

Implementing this plan will be dependent upon many funding sources, including MDEQ, state and
federal grant programs, non-profit organizations and the residents of the Deer Lodge Valley.
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The Arrowstone Park Master Plan outlines the community of Deer Lodge’s vision for Arrowstone Park
over the next 10 years. The Powell County Parks Board initiated the planning process to help the
Board, MDEQ, and the County Commission make decisions about future improvements to the Park
and for its operation and maintenance.
There has been a significant effort to expand the community trail system that starts at Arrowstone
Park in order to connect the cultural, historic, and other points of interest in Deer Lodge via trails.
Thus the Park, which is located just south of the City of Deer Lodge, serves as the foundation for
trails and recreational opportunities in the area. While this Plan is focused on Arrowstone Park, the
connection of the entire community’s trail network was considered throughout its development. The
recently updated Deer Lodge Growth Policy also emphasizes the need to connect places like the
Prison Museum, Grant-Kohrs Ranch, Arrowstone Park and the downtown via a system of trails and
sidewalks.

Introduction

II. Introduction

For example, the Deer Lodge River Trail, which begins within the City limits, winds through the Park
along the Clark Fork River, providing walkers and runners with scenic views of the river, the surrounding mountains, and historic sites of Deer Lodge.
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Park Components
Arrowstone Park is unique in that it is not
comprised of one contiguous parcel of land. In
fact, it is physically divided by the Clark Fork
River and Deer Lodge’s Main Street into several
areas, some with vehicular access and others
with none.
For ease of discussion the Plan describes the
four distinct areas:
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

East Side Triangle
East Side Middle
East Side Boat Launch
West Side

East Side Triangle
The East Side Triangle portion of the Park is
located on in the northeast corner of the Park,
between Main Street and Valley View Drive (old
highway) and north of Cross Road 4. It currently
contains no improvements and is accessed via
a gravel road from Main Street.

East Side Triangle

East Side Middle
The East Side Middle area of the Park is located
between Main Street and Valley View Drive (old
highway) and south of Cross Road 4. It is bisected
by the Clark Fork River. The portion east of the
river can be accessed via Cross Road 4 and also
via Valley View Drive (old highway). The portion
west of the Clark Fork River can be accessed via
the East Side Boat Launch parking lot off of Main
Street. This area has been developed with a trail
system, including bridges.

East Side Middle
ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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East Side Boat Launch
The East Side Boat Launch portion of the Park is
located at the south end of the Park between Main
Street and the Clark Fork River. This area is accessed via a gravel parking lot located adjacent to
Main Street. Significant improvements have been
made here including a gravel parking lot, vault
toilet and kiosk. The site also includes a primitive
boat launch.

West Side
The West Side Park consists of two areas that
are separated by the Clark Fork River. The first
is located between the river and Main Street and
contains all of the improvements for this portion of
the Park. These include parking, trails, fishing pier,
picnic structures and signage. This area has direct
access either via Main Street or the River Trail. The
second area is located on the west side of the river
between the railroad and the river itself and has no
physical access or improvements.

East Side Boat Launch

West Side
ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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Past Rendering of Potential Park Entrance

History
Arrowstone Park was not always a quiet, natural space. Historic uses of the property include a auto
salvage yard and temporary housing, likely clapboard shacks. In the early 20th century, the mining
operations in Butte and Anaconda caused heavy metal and arsenic contamination of the Clark Fork
River extending from Anaconda to Missoula.
In the 1980s, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) listed the Milltown Reservoir
Sediments Site including the entire Clark Fork River upstream of the dam, as a Superfund Site. This
included Arrowstone Park, due to considerable deposits of mine tailings left on the Park properties.
In the 1990s, the Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) developed a design plan for Arrowstone Park
and subsequently performed some voluntary remediation work which included: tilling lime into the
soil in an effort to reduce arsenic contamination; planting vegetation and some stabilizing of the
banks of the Clark Fork River. Despite this remediation work, concerns remained regarding public
use of Arrowstone Park due to arsenic contamination in the tailings. Because of these concerns and
different human use patterns than those originally evaluated by EPA in their Human Health Risk Assessment; the EPA and the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR) performed an
additional risk assessment. The conclusion of this work was that developed areas of the Park were
safe and did not pose an unacceptable risk to humans.
In 2008, a settlement was reached between the State of Montana, the United States and ARCO.
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) was designated the lead agency to
manage, coordinate, design, and implement the cleanup for the Clark Fork River in consultation with
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).
The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Clark Fork River Operable Unit Milltown Reservoir/Clark Fork
River NPL Site; Powell, Deer
Lodge, and Granite Counties
produced by the EPA in 2004,
required permanent deed restrictions on the permitted uses
in the Park and required permanent funding for Arrowstone
Park. Permanent funding for
the Park by MDEQ is critical to
the long-term health of the facility, particularly for its operations

Park Property during ARCO Cleanup - 1995
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and maintenance and for the installation of
needed improvements.
The ROD also identified the following arsenic levels for Arrowstone Park that would
pose an unacceptable risk to human health.
▪▪ Recreational 680 ppm (children at Arrowstone Park and other recreational
scenarios) and;
▪▪ 1,600 ppm for fishermen, swimmers,
and tubers along the river
With these arsenic levels in mind, it is important that all operations and maintenance
and the installation of new improvements
are done within the Park with the intent to
eliminate and/or limit the potential for visitor exposure to mine tailings. Improvements
that might help limit exposure to tailings
include hard surfacing trails, construction
of bridges over water courses and wetlands
and revegetation of eroding river banks.
Since the settlement in 2008, MDEQ has
taken the lead on remediation efforts at
the Park. In this capacity, the agency has
participated in Park Board meetings and
provided consultation in the development of
this Plan. MDEQ has also actively participated in the management of the Park including
spraying noxious weeds, performing and
funding trail construction and maintenance,
surveying and geologic assessments of the
Park for planning purposes, and stabilization of eroding river banks.
In 2015, MDEQ entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with the Powell County
Park Board. This agreement sets forth the
conditions, understandings and procedures
by which MDEQ and the Board will cooperate during MDEQ’s implementation of the
remedial design and cleanup for Arrowstone
Park. The purpose of the Agreement is to
provide a temporary flexible contract vehicle
to obtain, pay for and document immediate,
small-scale activities, services and equipment purchases in aid of remedy while the
Board develops its Master Plan for future
land use in Arrowstone Park.

12
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Planning Process
The process of developing this plan
began in early 2011 when the Powell
County Parks Board decided to focus
substantial time and resources into
further improving and developing the
Park. The Park Board discussions
resulted in an almost four year planning process that began in the winter
of 2011 and concluded in the fall of
2015. Early in the process, the Board
and the County Planning staff spent
significant time discussing conceptually the larger role of the Park in the
community and what future improvements to the Park could look like.
These discussions are exemplified
by the sketches accompanying this
section.
These efforts involved the Powell
County Planning Department, the
Powell County Parks Board, MDEQ,
Great West Engineering and most
importantly the residents of Powell
County and the City of Deer Lodge.

Winter 2011

Summer
2012

Summer
2014

Fall 2014

Winter 2015

•The Park Board identified “Renewed focus on Arrowstone Park” as a goal
during a long term planning session.

•The Park Board held several planning sessions to discuss Arrowstone Park
and conducted a community survey that collected initial input

•Staff gathered existing information and conducted a wetlands inventory.

•The public, Park Board, and agencies provided comments (Park Board
Meeting #1, Public Open House #1, meeting with DEQ).

•Staff reviewed information collected from the public, Park Board, and
agencies to research and develop park improvement alternatives.

•The public, Park Board, and agencies provided comments on the park
improvement alternatives (Park Board Meeting #2, Public Open House #2,
Spring 2015 meeting with DEQ and any other interested agencies).

Summer
2015

•Staff completed the Draft Arrowstone Master Park Plan. The Park Board
reviewed the Park Plan and submitted a recommendation for approval to
the County Commission.

The over planning process was made
•The County Commission reviewed and adopted the Arrowstone Master
Park Plan.
possible through a Reclamation and
Fall 2015
Development Project Planning Grant
from the Montana Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation
that was awarded to Powell County in February of 2014.

Planning Process & Public Engagement

III. PLANNING PROCESS & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Public Engagement
The key to the overall planning process was public input. The ideas and desires of the County and
City residents were essential to determine the longterm vision for the Park and what future improvements
should be considered. With this in mind, engaging the
public was a primary focus of the planning process.
Because Powell County and the MDEQ will use the
Arrowstone Park Master Plan as a guide for the installation of future improvements to the Park the public’s
input was critical.

Trail Elevation Concept

Public outreach began with the distribution of a
survey and an open house. In November of 2012,
the Park Board composed a survey to collect comARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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Planning Department

Powell County Planning Department
409 Missouri Ave., Suite 101
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722
406.846.9795 / planning@co.powell.mt.us

ARROWSTONE PARK BOARD

Sur vey Results

No

Yes

4

1.

Provide facilities like tennis courts, playgrounds, or sports fields?

20

2.

Provide more recreational trails?

2

21

3.

Should new trails be paved?

11

12

4.

Improved access to the Clark Fork River?

10

14

5.

Maintain the Park in a natural setting with a minimal of features?

2

21

6.

Main Street splits the Park – is it a hazard to visitors?

16

7

7.

Should the Park have a pavilion / outdoor stage?

19

4

8.

Would a crosswalk on Highway 10 encourage use of both Park sides?

6

18

Twenty-four responses & fourteen with written comments
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Want a foot bridge connecting the halves of the park.
I would like to see a foot bridge connecting the 2 parks.
Keep it natural.
More trees adds beauty, what you have now looks good. May be add another toilet &
picnic shed below or at the second area.
Under the river bridge for #8. It would also help if the powers to be could work together.
Whether Arrowstone Park is expanded or not, what provisions are in place for
maintenance and how will it be financed?
Access to Clark Fork River makes it unsafe for young children.
Install a trash can at the north end of Park and one in the middle so people don’t have to
carry dog shit the whole way.
There is a lot of dog mess around the trails. People aren’t using the bags provided.
Markers indicating walking distance would be nice.
Good the way it is. You folks care, it certainly shows.
Mostly used by dog walkers although use by other walkers has picked up last two years.
Don’t care to see it turned into another playground.
Outhouse on the other side (included a smiley face).
Put bridge over river at old prison and extend trail to Grant Kohrs. More garbage cans
for dog waste.
11.05.12

2012 Survey and Results
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ments on the improvements the public thought were needed at Arrowstone Park. The results highlighted a public desire for the Park to remain natural, but with the addition of more trails, and a safe
pedestrian connection between the west and east sides of the Park across Main Street.
In October of 2014, the Park Board held an
open house to allow community members to
learn more about the Park and to provide input on the future improvements they would
prefer. Display boards for each specific area
of the Park showed a map of the area, a list
of the potential improvements for that area,
and photographs showing examples of the
potential improvements. Community members attending the open house voted for
their preferred improvements by attaching
a dot to each proposed improvement they
wanted. The results of the open house again
emphasized the need to maintain the natural areas in the Park, construct additional
trails, and to safely connect the west side of
the Park to the east side for pedestrians.

Planning Process & Public Engagement

Park Visioning Ideas

The cumulative input of the Park Board and
the community on the needs of the Park are
summarized later in the Design Recommendations Section.

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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Arrowstone Park West Side DOT Map Results

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015

Planning Process & Public Engagement

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015

17

Existing Conditions
LEG EN D
Ci ty
Count y
Pri vate
Cl ar k F or k R iv e r
Roads
Ar r owstone Par k Boundar y

0

250

500
Feet

PA RK
B OU N DA RY

1,000

Park Land Ownersh ip
18

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015

Property Ownership
Arrowstone Park consists of eight properties owned by three entities: Lawrence
Rennfield; the City of Deer Lodge and
Powell County. Mr. Rennfield’s property
is included in the Park through a 30
year “land use agreement” between Mr.
Rennfield and the County. The agreement allows the County to develop and
maintain the Park on his property. The
agreement was signed on January 30,
1996. The Deer Lodge City Council also agreed to lease its portion of the Park to Powell County for
100-years, with the lease signed on October 4, 2004.

Existing Conditions

IV. Existing
Conditions

There is currently a property exchange being negotiated that will help the County consolidate ownership of the East Side Middle area of the Park. The exchange involves the County and two private
entities, the Rennfields and Forsons. The exchange would result in the County obtaining ownership
of the East Side Middle area from Rennfield. In exchange, Rennfield and Forson would each acquire
ownership of a parcel of land; Rennfield from Forson and Forson from the County.

Natural Features
The Clark Fork River meanders through the Park providing numerous recreational opportunities and
scenic views from the Park’s trails. The River has experienced severe erosion along its banks and
environmental degradation due to heavy metal contamination from historic mining upstream. In addition to the river, the Park contains riparian areas including several ponds and numerous wetlands.
According to a geomorphic review funded by MDEQ and conducted by Karin Boyd of Applied Geomorphology; the Park is located in
a transition zone for the Clark
Fork River. This transition is
from a river with a wide, unconfined, gentle gradient to one
with a steep confined area. This
situation has led to the significant deposition of mine tailings
in the area of the Park. Mrs.
Boyd’s review further identified
that portions of the river within
the Park were straightened
back in the late 1940’s and
that this has led to significant
down-cutting of the river and
bank erosion. This downcutting
and erosion has meant that the
growth of riparian vegetation in
the floodplain is impaired.
ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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In 2014, a wetlands inventory was completed for the Park. The inventory found that the Park contains an abundance of wetlands, but many have been degraded due to erosion and tailings deposition. Vegetation within the Park includes grasses, shrubs, some noxious weeds and a few trees. The
lack of trees is due to deer grazing vegetation and beaver using the trees and shrubs for food. Thus
far it has been difficult for species such as Cottonwood trees to thrive.

Existing Conditions

Mrs. Boyd developed a channel migration zone (CMZ) map that indicates that the CMZ through the
Park should allow an approximately 150 foot erosion buffer for each bankline of the river. Such a
buffer will have a significant bearing upon the siting of new improvements within the Park.

In addition to deer and beaver, the Park provides habitat for fox, rabbits, skunks, and a variety of
birds, while the Clark Fork River provides habitat for a variety of fish species.
There are infestations of the noxious weeds such as leafy spurge, spotted and Russian knapweed in
the Park; if left unmanaged these weeds will reduce plant diversity and negatively impact the Park.
Wetland habitats occur throughout most of Arrowstone Park and include herbaceous riparian fringe
along the Clark Fork River, oxbow ponds, beaver ponds, riparian shrub and small tree-dominated
(scrub-shrub) wetlands, riparian shrub/herbaceous mosaic, wetland-upland fringe, unconsolidated
gravel bars with limited wetland vegetation, and grass-dominated wet pasture.
Scrub-shrub wetlands and wetland-upland fringe (shrub-dominated and herbaceous) are the most
common wetland habitat types in the Park. Riparian fringe vegetation, which is an important source
of terrestrial food for fish, is limited primarily to low point bars and inside river bends, because of the
unstable nature of the river banks.”
There are several ponds associated with the wetland areas of the park. In the West Side portion of
the park there are two ponds locally known as the Duck Pond and the Beaver Pond. In the Eastside
Middle portion there is a pond known as the Fish Basin, which is located directly north of the parking lot for the Boat Launch.”
With regards to the Clark Fork River, there is significant bank erosion in certain areas of the Park, particularly in the East Side Middle portion of the Park.
MDEQ has indicated that the lack of proper floodplain
and riparian vegetation has caused the bank erosion
in question. Bank treatments, reestablishing riparian
vegetation and bank stabilization where necessary
would return the River to a more natural state. It
would also protect the trails from being washed out
by flooding and bank erosion, and help to stabilize
tailings deposits and limit human and environmental exposures.

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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The Powell County Commission created the Powell County Parks Board
in order to have a group dedicated
to providing recommendations on
how to best manage and improve the
Park and to administer its operations.
Regular maintenance in the Park
includes mowing, cleaning the restroom facilities and snow removal from
parking lots and paved trails.
Maintenance is done by a part-time
Powell County employee, Park Board
members, and community volunteers.
Powell County has an annual budget of $25,000 to operate and maintain the Park, an amount that
has remained static over the last several years.

Existing Conditions

Park Management and
Maintenance

The Park Board organized a community work day in 2014
at the Park in which participants helped to remove thick
vegetation from the West Side area of the Park. The
event was very successful with 50 people participating
in the project. Because of the success the Board organized another work day in June of 2015. While this type
of community engagement helps with keeping the Park
healthy, ultimately, permanent funding from MDEQ for
maintenance will be essential for the long-term viability of
the Park.

Current Park Improvements
The Powell County Parks Board, with the help of MDEQ has made many improvements to the Park.
For example, the River Trail,
located along the east side
of the Clark Fork River, takes
visitors from the parking lot inside the Park to Pennsylvania
Avenue located just north of
the old Territorial Prison in the
City of Deer Lodge. The trail is
an Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) compliant trail that
was constructed in 2008 and
is surfaced with asphalt.

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions

The Park Board has added restroom facilities, a pavilion for
picnic tables, dog waste stations,
informational kiosks, fencing, park
benches, trail signage and several
other amenities at various locations throughout the Park. The
West Side area of the Park has
the majority of the improvements.
Parking areas, are provided at the
West Side area and at the East
Side Boat Launch.
The Park’s trails system is the main
improvement. Overall there are
approximately 2.6 miles of trails
located in the Park. Over a mile of
that is the Clark Fork River Trail in the West Side which is asphalt, while there is approximately 1/3
of mile of compacted gravel in the East Side Middle. There are three bridges located in the Park.
One is in the West Side area providing access over a large wetland and two in East Side Middle area
providing access over the Fish Basin outlet and a riparian area.
Other existing improvements within the Park include a fishing pier, picnic shelters, kiosks and a vault
toilet. The fishing pier is located along the Clark Fork River in the West Side area. Picnic shelters
are located at the West Side adjacent to the parking areas and informational kiosks are located
at the parking areas for both the West Side and the East Side Boat Launch. Vault toilets are also
located at both the parking areas for the West Side and East Side Boat Launch.
There is an east-west gravel road, Cross Road 4 that facilitates access to the East Side Triangle
and the portion of the East Side Middle area north of the Clark Fork River. Valley View Drive which
connects to Cross Road 4 provides additional access the East Side Middle area. Valley View Drive is
essentially the old highway road bed.

26
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Initial Recommendations

Based upon early public input and its own deliberations, the Park Board developed a preliminary list
of improvements that might be considered for construction in the Park. The list was ambitious and
included the following initial options as organized by planning area:
Westside

Eastside Middle

Benches and Picnic Tables

Dirt BMX Track

Better River Access

Dog Park

Enhanced Kiosks

Gravel Trails

Interpretive Signage

Primitive Campsites

Native Plantings

Small Gazebo for Events

Paved Parking Lot

Trees Along Main Street

Trail on West Side of Clark Fork River

Wetland Observation Deck

East Side Triangle

Initial Recommendations

V.

Eastside Boat Launch

Equestrian Center

Connectivity with West Side

Grass Trail

Expand Boat Launch

Frisbee® Golf Course

Gateway Signage

Interpretive Signage

Primitive Campsites

Pavilion for Community Events

New Kiosk/Signage

Performance Stage

Paved Parking Lot

Skate Park

Picnic Shelter(s)

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015
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Initial Recommendations

West Side
• Potable water
• Restrooms in
areas beside
the parking
area
• Dog bags at
each
entrance
• Garbage
receptacles at
each
entrance
• Leash law
signage
• Keep
restrooms
clean

East Side
Triangle
• Easier fishing
access – west
park
• Dog run and
retrieve area
• Second
performance
space
• Leave it for
the deer
• Open space

•
•
•
•

East Side
Middle

East Side Boat
Launch

Playground
Dog run park
Clean it up
Gazebo with
trails and
picnic tables

• Rules on safe
boating and
rafting, and
warnings
when river is
to low or high

Decision Matrix No. 1

Primitive Boat Launch at East Side
30
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Despite overwhelming support for many of the improvements options proposed by the public and the
Park Board, the Board wanted to ensure that they considered all the factors related to constructing
and maintaining new improvements. Hence, they developed several decision matrices that were
used to score each improvement. The first matrix (Decision Matrix No. 1) was a simple list of each
improvement identified by the public and the Board.
The second matrix used ranking criteria which included operation and maintenance, cost of construction, public input, public health and safety, and environmental considerations. Each criterion
was weighted based on the level of importance to the Park Board. For example, the Park Board
wanted to minimize operation and maintenance costs, so that criterion was weighted the heaviest.
Improvements were scored by taking the rank (1 – 5) multiplied by the weight. The scores for all
criteria were added resulting in a total score. Improvements were then prioritized by planning area
with the highest score being first priority.
Based on the results of the Decision Matrix No. 2, the Park Board changed its list of proposed
improvements to include only the following:

Westside

Eastside Middle

Benches and Picnic Tables

Gravel Trails

Better River Access

Primitive Campsites

Enhanced Kiosks

Trees Along Main Street

Interpretive Signage

Wetland Observation Deck

Native Plantings

Pedestrian Connectivity with West Side

Design Recommendations

VI. Design Recommendations

Gravel Parking Lot

East Side Triangle

Eastside Boat Launch

Grass Trail

Improved Boat Launch

Frisbee® Golf Course

Gateway Signage

Exercise Course and Stations

Native Plantings

Pavilion for Community Events

New Kiosk/Signage
Gravel Parking Lot
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Design Recommendations

It must be noted that there are improvements proposed for the Park that are not listed above. These
improvements are included elsewhere in the plan or have been mentioned as potential work to improve the natural character of the Park, or as essential to the safe and efficient operation of the Park
and to help minimize the exposure of visitors to onsite mine tailings. These include projects such as
river bank stabilization, a bridge over the Clark Fork and a gravel surface for Cross Road 4 accessing
the East Side Triangle. The additional recommended improvements are listed below:
Each improvement is discussed in further detail in the following pages and the availability of funding
opportunities may allow a particular improvement to rise in priority above others.

Additional Improvements
• Bank stabilization throughout the
Park
• Pedestrian bridge over the Clark Fork
River
• Trail under Main Street bridge
• Improving Cross Road 4 to a gravel
standard
• Noxious weed management
Additional Improvement Recommendations
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Design Recommendations

Decision Matrix No. 2
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Proposed Improvements
34

Overall Park Concept with Pavilion
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Proposed Improvements

VII. Proposed Improvements
The following pages discuss all of the proposed improvements that the Park Board would like to
pursue in the next 10 years. This final list is based upon four factors: public input, the desire to
enhance visitor experiences, minimizing the potential for visitor exposure to on-site mine tailings and
providing guidance for funding decisions by Powell County and MDEQ.
The improvements are discussed in detail, including
a full description of each
improvement, the degree
of public support, the
environmental considerations, expected operations
and maintenance and the
estimated costs to install or
construct the improvement.
The improvements are
listed alphabetically.
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Proposed Improvements

River Bank Stabilization
There is significant erosion of the river bank in certain areas of the Park, particularly in the East
Side Middle area. As part of the remediation of the Clark Fork River by MDEQ, contaminated eroding streambank will be stabilized by various techniques and appropriate riparian vegetation will be
planted. This work will be performed by MDEQ. Stabilizing the banks and reestablishing riparian
vegetation would return the river to a more natural state and would also protect the trails from being
damaged by flooding and bank erosion.

1.

Public Input/Desire

While stabilizing the riverbanks was not identified by the community or Parks Board during public
outreach efforts, people understand that bank stabilization is critical in order to encourage the
growth of riparian vegetation and to protect the Park’s trails from damage. Bank stabilization was
identified as a need in the Wetlands Survey completed for the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

Streambank stabilization would involve significant disturbance of the streambank and floodplain.
MDEQ is required to meet the intent of required permits but no permits are necessary under Superfund. Streambank stabilization would improve the growth of riparian vegetation and reduce erosion.

3.

Public Health and Safety

This project will encourage the growth of riparian vegetation and reducing steep banks and erosion
that threatens Park improvements.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Not applicable.

5.

Cost

Cost N/A. Streambank stabilization will be funded by MDEQ.
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Benches will be installed at selected locations on the East Side Area of the Park in order to make it a
more welcoming and friendly place.

1.

Proposed Improvements

Benches

Public Input/Desire

The installation of benches along with picnic tables was the number one priority for the public and
the Parks Board and also per the decision matrix for the Westside area of the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

The installation of benches would have a minimal impact upon the natural character of the Park.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of benches would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Not applicable at benches will be of steel or concrete construction.

5.

Cost

$500 per bench, including installation
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Proposed Improvements
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The current primitive boat launch in the East Side Middle area of the Park would be improved with
concrete ties to better facilitate the launching of watercraft and to withstand the impact of river
flows.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board identified the improvement of the boat launch as a high priority for
the East Side Boat Launch area. Improving the boat launch ranked number four in the decision
matrix for this area of the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

The existing boat launch is essentially an eroding two track access to the river. Improving the boat
launch with concrete ties would reduce erosion and therefore have a beneficial environmental
impact.

3.

Public Health and Safety

Improving the boat launch would provide safe access for all recreationists to the river and thus
promote public health and safety.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Boat Launch

Operations and Maintenance

Potential downstream scouring may present itself at the boat launch, thus adjustments to the rock
may be needed on an annual basis. $250 per year for maintenance.

5.

Cost

$10,000 to $20,000
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Proposed Improvements
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Clark Fork River Pedestrian Bridge & Trail Concept
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A pedestrian foot bridge would be constructed over the Clark Fork River just east of the Main Street
Bridge. The bridge would facilitate pedestrian access between the other areas of the Park and the
East Side Boat Launch. As part of this project, a trail would also be constructed under the Main
Street Bridge, facilitating access between the West Side area and the remainder of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

Providing safe pedestrian connectivity between the West Side and East Side areas of the Park was
identified as a very high priority for the public and Parks Board, particularly providing pedestrian and
bicycle access to the East Side Boat Launch area.

2.

Environmental Impact

Construction of a pedestrian bridge over the Clark Fork Fiver would be designed to have minimal
impact upon the natural character of the Park.

3.

Public Health and Safety

There is currently no safe pedestrian access between the West Side area and other portions of the
Park. Visitors must either drive a vehicle or walk or ride a bike across or down the narrow shoulders
of Main Street to access the different areas. A trail under Main Street Bridge would provide a pedestrian path separated from vehicle traffic and significantly improve public safety.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Pedestrian Bridge and Trail:

Operations and Maintenance

$500 every 2 years

5.

Cost

$683,000
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Proposed Improvements
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Disc Golf Course East Side Triangle Concept
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A Disc golf course may be constructed at the East Side Triangle area of the Park. Disc golf is played
much like traditional golf. Instead of a ball and clubs, however, players use a flying disc, or Frisbee®.
A golf disc is thrown from a tee area to a target which is the “hole”. The hole can be one of a number
of disc golf targets; the most common is an elevated metal basket.

1.

Public Input/Desire

A disc/Frisbee® golf course was identified by the public and Parks Board as a very high priority and
was the number two priority in the decision matrix for the East Side Triangle area of the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing a disc/Frisbee® golf course would have a minimal impact upon the grassland character of the East Side Triangle area due to the very small foot print and minimal infrastructure needed
for the course.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of disc/Frisbee® golf course would have a minimal impact upon public health and
safety. A crosswalk and parking facilities would ensure that users would have safe options to access
the course.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Disc Golf Course (Frisbee®)

Operations and Maintenance

$100 per year for a 9 hole course.

5.

Cost

$400 per disc golf basket
$80 per tee box (concrete)
$65 per tee sign
Total Cost: (9 hole course):
$4,905
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Proposed Improvements

Exercise Course & Stations
This would involve the construction of an exercise course that would allow people to participate in a
variety of exercises at different stations throughout
the East Side Triangle area
of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

An exercise course was
identified as a priority
by the public and Parks
Board. It was identified as
the number three priority
for the East Side Triangle
area in the decision matrix.
In order to gauge user
interest in the stations,
perhaps one or two stations could be installed on
the West Side to determine
their utility.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing an exercise course and stations would have a limited impact upon the grassland character of the Park due to the small foot print and minimal infrastructure needed for the course.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of an exercise course with stations would improve public health and safety by providing additional opportunities for community members to exercise.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Not applicable as the stations would be constructed of steel.

5.

Cost

$600 balance beam
$700 pull up bars
$300 push up bars
$800 sit up bench
$250 Installation costs per piece of equipment
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Proposed Improvements

Gateway Signage
A gateway sign introducing drivers to the Park, Powell County and the City of Deer Lodge would be installed at the south end of the Park along Main Street in the East Side Boat Launch area of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board identified the installation of a gateway sign for the City of Deer Lodge
as a high priority for the East Side Boat Launch area of the Park. The sign was the number three
priority on the decision matrix.

2.

Environmental Impact

The installation of a gateway sign would have minimal impact upon the natural character of the Park
due to its location near Main Street and in the right of way for Main Street.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of a gateway sign would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Depends upon sign materials.

5.

Cost

$30,000 for sign
$7,500 for installation
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46

Grass Trail East Side Triangle Concept
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Grass surfaced trails may be constructed in the East Side Triangle area of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The construction of grass trails was the number one improvement priority for the East Triangle area
of the Park per the decision matrix and was also a high priority for the public and Parks Board.

2.

Environmental Impact

The construction of a grass trail network in the East Triangle area would have a minimal impact upon
the natural character of the Park, due the existing upland nature of the area.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The construction of a grass trail would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety of the
public.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Proposed Improvements

Grass Trails

$1000.00 annually to mow trails.

5.

Cost

$2,000 for construction staking – may not be necessary
$200 to mow route
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Proposed Improvements

Cross Road 4
Because of the potential improvements to the East Side Triangle, including a pavilion or performance
stage, the access road, Cross Road 4, providing vehicular access to this area of the Park should be
improved to a gravel standard.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board did not express an opinion about improving this access road, but in
order to facilitate the effective use of the improvements that are planned for this area, the access
road should be improved to a gravel standard.

2.

Environmental Impact

Reconstruction of the access road would have a minimal impact upon the natural character of the
Park due the fact that the reconstruction will take place within the existing road bed.

3.

Public Health and Safety

A well constructed gravel road with a safe approach onto Main Street would ensure safe vehicular
access to the East Side Triangle area of the Park.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Biannual grading costs
Assuming County Road Crew maintains and becomes part of their operating budget

5.

Cost

$3,500 for gravel
$500 for culvert(s)
$3,500 for labor
Total Cost: $7,500
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The parking lots at the West Side and East Side Boat Launch will be reconstructed to a gravel standard.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board expressed a preference for gravel surfaced parking lots for the West
Side and East Side Boat Launch.

2.

Environmental Impact

Reconstruction of the parking lots at the West Side Area and East Side Boat Launch would have a
minimal impact upon the natural character of the Park as the construction would take place within
the footprint of the existing parking lots.

3.

Public Health and Safety

Well constructed and sited parking lots will ensure that vehicular traffic safely accesses the various
sections of the Park.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Gravel Parking Lots

Operations and Maintenance

$4,000 every 5 years

5.

Cost

$16,000 4” thick gravel surface
$5,000 labor
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Gravel Trails East Side Middle Concept
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Gravel surfaced trails would be constructed in the East Side Middle area of the Park that is located
east of the Clark Fork River.

1.

Proposed Improvements

Gravel Trails

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board identified the construction of gravel trails as a relatively high priority
for the East Side Middle area of the Park. Gravel trails were ranked as the third priority for this portion of the Park in the decision matrix.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing gravel trails will involve significant impact upon the natural character for this portion of
the Park, particularly during their construction. Careful siting of the trails will be important to minimize their impact upon the wetlands and other habitats.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The construction of gravel trails would improve access to East Side Middle area by providing an all
weather safe walking surface, thus improving public health and safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

$500-$750 every 3-4 years sterilizing plants

5.

Cost Estimate (2015)

$3,500 gravel
$3,000 landscaping materials
$5,000 labor
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Proposed Improvements

Interpretive Signs
Interpretive signs would be
installed at selected locations
along the Park’s trail system.
The signs would provide information on the natural and historical
features of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The installation of interpretive
signs was identified by the public
and the Parks Board as a very
high priority for the West Side
and East Side Boat Launch
areas of the Park. Signage should also be considered at the proposed wetlands observation deck
that would be located in the East Side Middle area.

2.

Environmental Impact

The installation of interpretive signs should have a minimal impact upon the natural character of the
Park, depending upon their size and location.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of interpretive signs would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety,
with the exception of providing boating and water safety tips.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Depends upon construction

5.

Cost

$500 per sign
$100 for labor to install each
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Kiosks would be installed to provide information regarding the amenities and services available at
the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

Installing informational kiosks was identified by the public and Parks Board as a relatively important
need for the West Side and East Side Boat Launch areas of the Park. Kiosks scored number four
and number six for each area on the decision matrix respectively.

2.

Environmental Impact

The installation of kiosks would have a minor impact upon the natural character of the Park depending upon their location and size. The primary impact would occur during their construction.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The kiosks would have a minor impact upon public health and safety, with the exception of providing
safety tips and warning of potential hazards.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Informational Kiosks

Operations and Maintenance

Depends upon construction materials

5.

Cost

$2,000 per kiosk
$750 for labor to install each
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Proposed Improvements

Native Plantings
There is a significant need to plant native shade trees and shrubs throughout the Park. The riparian
areas are especially in need of plantings particularly along the Clark Fork River.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and Parks Board identified the planting of native vegetation as a high priority. Plantings
were ranked number two and number three in the decision matrix for the East Side Boat Launch and
West Side respectively.

2.

Environmental Impact

The planting of native vegetation would improve the natural character of the Park by providing
shade, improving wildlife habitat, stabilizing soils along the river and reducing vehicle noise from
Main Street.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The planting of native vegetation would have a limited impact upon public health and safety, with the
exception of helping to stabilize the steep, eroding river bank.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

$20 per tree to water during first year.
$10 per shrub to water during first year

5.

Cost

$20 - $100 per tree depending upon species
$20 - $50 per shrub depending upon species
$20 labor per tree
and shrub
Total Cost: $60 to $120
per shrub or tree
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There is an infestation
of weeds including leafy
spurge and Russian and
spotted knapweed located
in the Park. Options for
managing these weeds
include: mechanical cutting, biological control and
herbicides.

1.

Public Input/Desire

Noxious weed management was not identified by
the public or Parks Board
as a priority, but was identified as an issue in the wetlands inventory as a threat
to native plant species and
the wildlife habitat quality
of the Park.

2.

Proposed Improvements

Noxious Weed Management

Environmental Impact

The spread of noxious weeds located in the Park will contribute lower plant diversity, a reduction in
the quality of wildlife habitat and contribute to soil erosion.

3.

Public Health and Safety

Noxious weeds do not pose a threat to public health and safety. The potential use of herbicides as a
management tool needs to follow all approved protocols to protect human health.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

$3,000 to $5,000 annually

5.

Cost

$3,000 to $5,000 annually
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Pavilion/Performance Arts Complex
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This would entail the building of a structure that could serve multiple functions including as a shelter, stage for concerts and venue for other events.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and Parks Board identified a pavilion-performance stage as a relatively high priority for
the East Side Triangle area of the Park. The pavilion was ranked number four in the decision matrix
for that portion of the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing a pavilion-performance stage would cause significant disturbance to the upland grasslands of the East Side Triangle area, due to the construction and the size of the structure.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The construction of a pavilion-performance stage would have a minimal impact upon public health
and safety.

4.

Proposed Improvements

Pavilion-Performance Stage

Operations and Maintenance

$200-$1,000 estimated depending on the year

5.

Cost

$70,000 to $90,000 for materials
$25,000 for labor
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Picnic Shelters East Side Concept
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This would entail the construction of a picnic shelter for people using the East Side Boat Launch
area of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and Parks Board identified a picnic shelter as a relatively important improvement needed
at the East Side Boat Launch area. A picnic shelter scored as the sixth most important improvement
on the decision matrix for the area.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing a picnic shelter could cause significant disturbance to the East Side Boat Launch area
due to its construction, and depending upon its size and where it is located.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The construction of a picnic shelter would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Proposed Improvements

Picnic Shelter

$500 every 5 years

5.

Cost

$10,000-$30,000 materials for one shelter
$10,000 for labor
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Proposed Improvements

Picnic Tables
Picnic tables will be installed at selected locations on the Westside Area of the Park.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The installation of picnic tables and benches was the number one priority for the public and the
Parks Board per the decision matrix for the Westside portion of the Park.

2.

Environmental Impact

The installation of picnic tables would have a minimal impact upon the natural character of the Park.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of picnic tables would have a minimal impact upon public health and safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

$50 per year for paint and cleaning

5.

Cost

$800 to $1,000 per table
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This would involve contouring
a portion of a Clark Fork River
bank into a gradual slope to
allow for easier access to the
river for recreationists. This
could occur when Montana
MDEQ undertakes bank stabilization work. The photo to
the right exemplifies the intent
of modifying the river bank to
allow for easier access.

1.

Public Input/Desire

The public and the Parks Board
identified improving access to the river as a moderate priority. It was the fifth priority on the decision
matrix for the Westside portion of the Park.

2.

Proposed Improvements

River Access (Westside)

Environmental Impact

Improving access to the river for users could be done in conjunction with the bank stabilization work
that the Montana Department of Environmental Quality may undertake. This work would involve
disturbance to the banks with heavy equipment and would require a permitting through the Montana
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation if performed outside of MDEQ’s remediation
work. It would allow riparian vegetation to more successfully grow and thus stabilize the banks.

3.

Public Health and Safety

Enhancing access to the river would improve public health and safety by making it much safer to
access the river when compared with the present conditions that include steep, sloughing banks.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Not applicable once construction is done.

5.

Cost

$7,500 to $10,000
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Wetland Observation Decks East Side Middle Concept
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This would involve the construction of an observation deck along the wetlands in the East Side
Middle area of the Park. The deck would be accessed via the existing gravel trail system and would
allow people to view the wetlands without physically entering them.

1.

Proposed Improvements

Wetlands Observation Deck

Public Input/Desire

The installation of a wetland observation deck in the East Side Middle area of the Park was a high
priority for the public and Parks Board and it was the highest priority identified in the decision matrix
for the East Side Middle.

2.

Environmental Impact

Constructing a wetlands observation deck would have significant impacts upon the natural character
of the Park during the construction phase, but would ultimately reduce human impacts upon the
wetlands by providing wide visual access to the wetlands.

3.

Public Health and Safety

The installation of a wetlands observation deck would have a minimal impact upon public health and
safety.

4.

Operations and Maintenance

Not applicable.

5.

Cost

$4,000 to $7,000
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Implementation Plan
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Implementation Plan

VIII. Implementation Plan
The schedule and construction of many of the proposed
improvements will need to be
well coordinated and timed
with other priorities for the
Park. For example, improvements such as the stabilization
of the Clark Fork River’s banks
in the Park and enhancing river
access in the West Side area
will involve the use of heavy
equipment and the movement
of substantial soil. Because
of their impact, these projects
should occur prior to the installation of other improvements
such as trails and benches in
order to avoid damage and
possible duplication of efforts.
Because of the impact and intensity of the work necessary to complete bank stabilization and to
improve river access, these two improvements should be initiated as soon as possible in order to
schedule the other priority projects for the West Side, East Side Middle and East Side Boat Launch
areas. This is particularly important as the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)
will use this plan to guide its future remediation efforts, including bank stabilization and revegetation.
The East Side Triangle is the one area of the Park where all of the proposed improvements can be
planned without much concern about overlapping impacts from other improvements such as bank
stabilization.
The following pages
list all of the improvements proposed for
each separate area
of the Park. They
also identify potential
funding sources, the
support or permitting
possibly needed, and
a proposed implementation schedule.
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Implementation Plan

Park-Wide Improvements
There are several improvements that affect the entire
Park. They include river
bank stabilization, construction of a bridge over
the Clark Fork River and the
management of noxious
weeds. River bank stabilization is needed along
the Clark Fork River within
the Park due to significant
erosion of the banks.
The erosion is due to the
channelization of the river
in the mid-20th century,
which has caused the river
to down cut the channel.
Bank erosion has resulted
in the impaired growth of
riparian vegetation. The
MDEQ will address streambank stabilization as part of the remediation work with the Park.
A pedestrian foot bridge over the Clark Fork River and a trail under the Main Street Bridge would provide a safe travel route for pedestrians and bicyclists from the West Side of the Park to the East Side
of the Park. Currently pedestrians and bicyclists must cross Main Street at uncontrolled points to
travel from the west to east side of the Park or drive they must drive a vehicle from area to another.
Noxious weed management is a challenge throughout the Deer Lodge area and Arrowstone Park
is no exception. Currently there are two infestations of leafy spurge in the Park. Leafy spurge and
other noxious weeds will out-compete native vegetation, thus reducing plant diversity and the quality of wildlife habitat. Managing weeds will require an integrated approach including mechanical,
biological and chemical means.

Park Wide Improvements
Improvement

66

Potential Funding Source

Permitting Needed

Schedule

River Bank Stabilization

MDEQ

MT DNRC (310 Permit) Fall-Winter 2017-2018

Pedestrian Bridge and
Trail

MDT

MDT

Summer of 2016

Noxious Weed
Management

MDEQ, Powell County,
USDA

NA

Annually beginning
Summer of 2016
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The East Side Boat Launch area of the Park is somewhat isolated from the rest of the Park by its
location on the southwest side of the Clark Fork River. Nonetheless, this area contains a large portion of the existing improvements within the Park, including a primitive boat launch, kiosk, parking
lot, trails and vault toilet. For this reason, it is important to provide a pedestrian connection between
this area and the remainder of the Park. One way to accomplish this is the construction of a pedestrian bridge over the Clark Fork River.
Other needed improvements in this area include: the planting of native vegetation particularly trees
such as cottonwoods; upgrade of the boat launch to a concrete surface; the installation of a gateway
sign for the City of Deer Lodge; construction of a picnic shelter, informational kiosk and upgrading of
the existing parking lot.
A substantial proportion of this area is located within the mapped Channel Migration Zone for the
Clark Fork River, which will reduce options for siting certain improvements.

Implementation Plan

East Side Boat Launch Improvements

East Side Boat Launch Improvements
Improvement

Potential Funding Source

Permitting Needed

Schedule

Gateway Signage

MDEQ

MDT

Summer of 2016

Gravel Parking Lot

MDEQ

NA

Summer of 2016

Improved Boat Launch

MT FWP, MDEQ

MT DNRC & MT FWP

Fall-Winter of 20162017

Kiosk/Signage

MT FWP, MDEQ

NA

Summer 2018

Picnic Shelter

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2020
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Implementation Plan
East Side Middle Improvements
The East Side Middle area of the Park has kept more of its natural character than the other areas of
the Park. The desire of the public and the Park Board is to ensure that any new improvements would
have a limited impact upon that natural character.
Improvements proposed for this area include a wetland observation deck; the planting of native
trees and vegetation and the construction of gravel trails. Due to the costs of constructing and
operating a campground, the Park Board opted not to include it in the list of improvements for this
area of the Park.
A substantial portion of this area is also located within the mapped Channel Migration Zone for the
Clark Fork River, again limiting siting options for some improvements.

East Side Middle Improvements
Improvement
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Potential Funding Source

Permitting Needed

Schedule

Gravel Trails

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2018

Tree Planting

MDEQ

NA

Spring-Fall 2016
Spring-Fall 2018

Wetland Observation
Deck

MDEQ, MT FWP

MDEQ

Summer 2022
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The East Side Triangle is the one area of the Park that has the least constraints for the development
of recreational facilities due to its relatively level upland character, limited wetlands and location
outside of the Channel Migration Zone for the Clark Fork River.
These characteristics make
this area an ideal location
for the siting of recreational
improvements such as a
pavilion-performance stage.
Other improvements proposed for the area include
a grass surface trail system,
disc golf course and an
exercise course with stations.
In order to facilitate the safe
and efficient access of motor
vehicles to this area, the
access road, Cross
Road 4, should be
upgraded to a gravel
standard.

Implementation Plan

East Side Triangle Improvements

East Side Triangle Improvements
Improvement

Potential Funding Source

Permitting Needed

Schedule

Disc Golf Course

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2018

Exercise Course and
Stations

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2020

Grass Trail

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2016

Gravel Cross Road 4

MDEQ

County

Summer 2018

Gravel Parking Lot

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2018

ARROWSTONE PARK | Master Plan 2015

69

Implementation Plan

West Side
Improvements
The West Side area is the
most developed portion of
the Park and also the most
heavily used by visitors.
Hence, it is has a number of
improvement needs. These
include the installation of
more benches and picnic
tables, additional interpretive
signage, enhanced informational kiosks, the planting
of native vegetation and
upgrading the parking lot to a
gravel standard.
Perhaps the most significant improvement
proposed for the West Side, is improving
access to the river for recreationists and
visitors. Improving access would involve
using heavy equipment to taper the slope
of the river bank so that it is gentler and
would facilitate safe walking access to the
river. Improving access to the river would
best be completed by dovetailing the work
with any potential project to stabilize the
banks of the Clark Fork within the Park.

West Side Improvements
Improvement
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Potential Funding Source

Permitting Needed

Schedule

Benches and Picnic
Tables

MDEQ

NA

2017 -2018

Better River Access

MDEQ

MT DNRC & MT FWP

Fall-Winter 2017-2018

Enhanced Kiosks

MDEQ

NA

2018

Gravel Parking Lots

MDEQ

NA

Summer 2019

Interpretive Signage

MDEQ

NA

2016 -2017

Native Plantings

MDEQ

NA

Spring-Fall 2016
Spring-Fall 2018
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